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2:15- 3:15 pm 
(60 mins total, 
15 mins for each) 

A Call to Action for MSK Research Funding: The Ongoing Economic and Disease Burden of 
Unfunded MSK Research from Clinical Research Perspective 

 
2:15- 2:30 PM 
Bumps along the research highway: 
The burden of unfunded clinical 
research 
Richard Skolasky, Sc.D. North American 
Spine Society 

Bio: Dr. Richard Skolasky  is the Lewis Case Spencer Professor and Vice Chair of 
Research in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. He conducts independent research on treatments and outcomes 
for patients with musculoskeletal conditions, focusing on chronic pain, functional 
outcomes of spine surgery, patient reported outcomes, health-related quality of life, 
health services, patient engagement/activation and psycho-social determinates of 
health and health disparities. He has authored over 200 peer reviewed papers and 
has been funded by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, the National 
Institutes of Health, and the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute.   

 
 
2:30- 2:45 PM 
The Critical Gap Between the Burden of Disease and the Funding for Research in 
MSK…A Patient Advocate’s Perspective 
Lee Grossman, MBA, ML, CAE 
Orthopaedic Research and Education Foundation 
Bio: Lee Grossman is a proven leader in organization transformational change, 
building partnerships and coalitions, and fundraising, with extensive experience in 
the medical device industry, nonprofit association management, and patient 
advocacy arenas. Mr. Grossman has had a diverse career, spanning more than 35 
years of leadership experience across the private and nonprofit sectors. Grossman, 
who is the CEO of the Orthopaedic Research and Education Foundation (OREF) 
has broad experience working with the medical industry, including 20+ years as 
president of a consulting firm that specialized in consulting, sales and marketing of 
medical products throughout the Pacific Rim. Other previous positions include, 
President & CEO of the Autism Society of America (ASA) and ASA Foundation, CEO 
of the Association for Vascular Access and Association for Vascular Access 
Foundation, CEO of the International Dyslexia Association and Executive Director of 
the American 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2:45-3:00 PM Title TBD  

Susan Bukata, MD 
Orthopaedic Research Society 

Bio: Susan Bukata, MD, is a board-certified orthopedic surgeon who specializes in 
treating diseases and injuries that affect bones, joints, ligaments, and tendons. She is 
internationally recognized for her work on bone fragility disorders, which range from 
osteoporosis to rare genetic bone disease. Her National Institutes of Health-funded 
research focuses on fracture healing and developing ways to help patients heal 
faster, without additional surgical intervention. 
 
3:00- 3:15 PM 
Tackling our most challenging clinical problems 
Gerald Slobogean, MD, MPH 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 

Bio: Gerard Slobogean, MD, MPH, FRCSC is an orthopedic surgeon who specializes 
in complex fracture care and upper extremity reconstruction. He has extensive 
experience in revision surgery for fractures that have not healed (non-union), healed 
incorrectly (mal-union), or require shoulder or elbow joint replacement to regain 
function. Dr. Slobogean also cares for complex upper extremity injuries, pelvis and 
acetabular fractures and traumatic lower limb injuries. 

3:15 pm – 3:25 pm 
(10 mins) Break 

3:25 pm – 4:15 pm 
(50 mins) SCR Member Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 4, 2024 2:15 – 4:15 pm 


