
  
 

Friday, February 7, 2025                                                                                                                                           2:00pm – 7:00pm 

Celebrating Our Differences Through Science and Mentorship 

Time Topic 
Presenter 

 
2:00 – 2:20 pm 

Mission and Progress  
Simon Tang, Ph.D., ORS Spine Section Chair, 2024-2025 
Associate Professor, Washington University School of Medicine  
 

Scientific Component:  Sex-differences in spine research – what do we know? 
Moderators:  Olanrewaju Akande and Svenja Illien-Junger, Ph.D. 

2:20 – 2:40pm 
 
 
2:40 – 3:00pm 
 
 
3:00 – 3:20pm 
 
3:20 – 3:40pm 

Sex and Gender differences in Scientific Publishing. 
Marc Swiontkowski, MD. Editor in Chief of JBJS; Professor University of Minnesota 
        
The Basic Science of Sex-based Differences - past and present. 
Cheryle Seguin, Ph.D., Professor, Western Ontario University 
 
Animal models for mechanistic investigations of sex in musculoskeletal biology  
Lillian Plotkin, Ph.D., Professor, Indiana University. 
 
Panel Q&A and Discussion 

3:40 – 3:55pm 
Poster Teasers  
Moderators:  Nilsson Holguin, Ph.D. and Rahul Gawri, MD, Ph.D.  

3:55 – 4:10pm Networking Coffee Break  

Spine Section Award Session Presented by Dino Samartzis, Ph.D.  

4:10 – 4:25pm Presentations by 2024 Travel Fellowship (Emma Coltoff) and Peter Roughley Awardees 
(Janitri Venkatachala Babu) 

4:25 – 4:40pm 

2025 Spine Section Awards Session 
• Peter Roughley Award 
• Spine Section Travel Fellowship 
• Spine Section Awards 

Education Component: Mentorship and inclusiveness with intention and pragmatism 
Moderators:  Elyse Fleck and Morgan Giers, Ph.D. 
 
4:40 – 5:00pm 
 
5:00 – 5:20pm 
 
 
5:20 – 5:40pm 
 

Mauro Alini, Ph.D. 2025 PSRS Lifetime Achievement Award Winner 
Introduction by Lachlan Smith, Ph.D. 
 
Strategies for effective mentoring and learning 
Amber Benedict, Ph.D., Assistant Professor Arizona State University 
 
Supporting and mentoring the next generation of scientists 
Lara Silverman, Ph.D., LIS Bioconsulting 
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5:40 – 6:00pm 

 
Panel Q&A and Discussion 

6:00 – 6:15pm 
 
Coffee Networking Break 
 

6:15 – 7:00 pm Interactive Networking Activity – 
Dr. Silverman, Dr. Giers, and Inesha Wiseman 

7pm Closing remarks 

7:30 – 9:30 pm 

 
Networking Reception with Heavy Hors d'oeuvres 
Venue: Barcoa Agaveria 
              829 N 1st Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85003, United States 
              < 1 mile from the Phoenix Convention Center 
 

  
(Updated 1.30.2025) 

Feedback?  Please let us know what you thought of the 2025 Spine Section Symposium!   

 
 


